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Summary: 

 Pre-meeting Executive Meeting for Commissioners- Update on Strategic Planning 

Meeting 

 Chair Maria Welch opened the meeting and introduced special guests and visiting 

official. 

 Chair Maria Welch, introduced guest speaker; Mr. Keith Hart, Executive Director, 

Service and Volunterism Office, informing the Commission of Governor’s 

O’Malley reorganization efforts. New Cultural Commissions.  Volunterism month 

being in April. and acknowledge Ms. Elizabeth Bellavance, Commissioner for 

Wicomico County/Eastern Shore that she is a recipient of one of the Volunterism 

Awards.  

 Mr. Hart explained to the commissioners their duties, which they serve as 

representatives of the Governor. All are working for the public and we report back 

to the governor and serve at the pleasure of the Governor  

 Mr. Hart, explained that his department channels moneys to all over the state, how 

can we get moneys national human service act appropriation (federal 4 million 

national legislation) use local organizations to match with the grants to local 

organizations. Identify organizations to channel moneys to latino organizations.  

Service site areas better educate what resources and help is needed.  

 Ms. Ruby Stemmle, Executive Director, GCHA, spoke about upcoming events 

and the outreach summary.  Minutes were read and agreed upon. 

 Ms. Stemmle, informed the commission about O’Malley-Brown administration 

legislative outcomes.   

 Ms. Stemmle focused some of the attention in upcoming Maryland Latino 

Education Summit.   

 Ms. Stemmle indicated that she was looking forward to more activities and 

participation of the commission in the following counties: Wicomico, Howard, 

Anne Arundel and Frederic.  Providing more information in the upcoming 

meetings and helping distribute DLLR – outreach forums flyers. 

 Ms. Stemmle indicated that she is working with DLLR and other organizations 

for additional presentations/forums on home ownership preservation, foreclosure 

crisis starting with a forum in Wheaton around mid May.  This activity will have 

the involvement of the GCHA subcommittee on housing. 

 Informed the commission of upcoming preparations regarding the Hispanic 

Heritage month, starting with the partnership with Port Discovery.  Maryland 

multicultural advisory council, Baltimore division will be providing training and 

hoping that commissioner will participate. 

 Ms. Stemmle informed the commission of the Chicago USHLI convention in 

Chicago, the USHYEE symposium, and provided information on the upcoming 

NALEO convention. 

 Mayor of Laurel, Honorable Craig A. Moe, invited the commission to return to 

laurel and have the meeting in laurel municipal building.   



 Chair Welch, introduced our keynote speaker. DLLR is, Ms. Vicki Schultz, 

DLLR's Senior Advisor for Consumer Protection. Regarding Home Ownership 

Preservation Legislation, Foreclosure Process Reform Bill – SB216/HB 365 

(Amending Real Property Article § 7-105 and adding §§3-104, 7-105.1 thru 7-

105.8) signed on April 3, 2008. 

 Work in partnership to hold a Foreclosure Forum for the Hispanic Community in 

the Wheaton and Langley Park communities, which will include nonprofits to 

help with counseling, legal and faith based issues.  

 Work in partnership to create interest in the Hispanic community for residents 

who work in the construction trade to attend free safety/training courses in taught 

in Spanish. 

 Work in partnership to create state-wide "days" to promote various issues to 

include; foreclosure, safety and labor issues.  

 

Questions and Answers: 

 Individuals in the audience asked questions regarding the foreclosure issue and 

when this new law was taking effect.  When the new town hall meeting regarding 

foreclosure would take place.  

 A lot of people were interested and ask questions and requested contact 

information for these issues. 

 

Adjournment 

  

 

 

 

 

 


